
My Aspiration  
“There will always be a reason why you meet people. Either you need them 

to change your life or you’re the one that will change theirs.” - Angel Flonis 

Harefa  

 

I aspire to help people. Just like the quote above, I believe everything 

happens for a reason. I believe I was meant to help people. To assure them 

that someone has their back and they are not alone. I aspire to be someone's 

reason to smile again. I hope to continue to help change someone’s life 

throughout college as I know the people I will meet there will change mine. 

In order to help people I became a student mentor. I mentor  

a group of 7th grade girls in my school to help them mentally and emotionally, and 

help their transition into high school be less scary. I also became one of my school’s 

Restorative Justice representative, going to meetings at a Department of Education 

building twice a month throughout the school year. I get to participate in workshops 

and learn new restorative practices to bring back to my school. I am currently trying 

to change the way my school handles discipline into a more restorative way instead 

of being punitive, permissive, and neglectful. I am also a Peer Mediator in my 

school, helping students come to an agreement or resolution to conflicts to avoid 

physical altercations or suspensions. These programs help me to build my social 

and leadership skills to better prepare me for my aspiration to be an attorney.  

 



I also decided to volunteer in my community. I walked over to my 

local teens library to introduce myself and see the library for the first time. 

There was a holiday party going on, music playing, and a lot of people 

laughing. The atmosphere was friendly and comfortable. However, in order 

for me to join the party I had to fist join a circle talking about a program 

called Youth Court. The information I learned hooked me into going every 

Thursday since then. Youth Court is a program mostly made up of youth from 

the community and 1-3 adult lawyers. We work together every week on cases 

we receive from our local precinct. These cases are minor crimes that youth 

15 and under commit in our community. The youth in the program are given 

the opportunity to take roles such as defense, prosecution, or jury to have a 

mock trial for the youth in trouble. Instead of sending the youth to jail, we get 

the opportunity to help the youth learn accountability, and give them 

sanctions to better themselves. We had youth as young as 9 who might throw 

rocks at a window, trespass, steal or get into fights.  

Every student walks out either doing community service, writing an apology 

note, joining a new program of their interest (art, basketball, clubs), and/or joining 

Youth Court. This program pushed me to be more aware about the crime rate of 

youth rising in my city. I then decided to pursue a career in law, aspiring to be a 

defense attorney. I want to help minors who get into trouble stay out of jail because I  

believe that incarceration is a neglectful way of trying to help a person and 



community.  

College is my next step in bringing my aspiration into a reality. I look  

forward to attending a 4-year undergraduate college. I want to continue my studies, 

study abroad, and meet new people. Then I plan to go to law school to become the  

defense attorney I aspire to be to continue helping people and changing their lives. 


